NALA THE GAMESTER

THERE was once a prince named Nala who was
strong and stately, brave and virtuous, pure in heart
and wise in counsel; but he loved the rattle of the
dice as he loved the roll of drums.

Now the fame of his valour and virtue came to
the ears of King Bhima, who had three brave sons as
well as a very beautiful daughter named Damayanti;
and the princess thought much on these things,
wondering whether she would know this peerless
prince when they should meet. Nala heard too of
the beauty and grace of Damayanti, and he heard
about her so often that he began to feel a great desire
to see the princess with his own eyes.

One day he was wandering through the grounds
of his palace when he saw some swans near a lake,
and with the instinct of the hunter strong within him
he crept softly forward and seized one of them by
the wing.

To his great wonder the bird spoke to him.
"Kill me not, O Prince," it said, "and I will sing
your praises in the ear of Damayanti.53

The prince set the bird free, and without delay it
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